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DOUBLE SHEET.
1AMV AND FOUND*

-flY HOWARD-WALLET LOST.A SHALL WAL-
HP lv let lost in the Hudaon hirer Kailroad nan yenter¬
al}, by the morning express train, (t oontained a email
.femoniit of money, end papera and memorandum of ate and
walno to the owner. Tne above reward, and thank* of the

will be paid bj leaving the lame with A. H. BEAN,
Id# Water etreet.

40 1A REWARD.LOST, YESTERDAY AFTERNOON.
HP 1" between Prinee and Rrsome atreeta, a diamond
¦tone. The above reward will h riven toau* one having
?he tine at the office of Genin k Look wo ad, No. 1 Han¬
over (treat.
4ft K REWARD.-LOST, A WHITE SETTER SLUT, WITH

ye tow epote; lia* yellow ear*, had ou a black loa'her
.oiler, and anawera to the name of Uuae. Any person on
Returalrg htr te 301 Broadway, shall receive the above re¬
ward.

LOST-FROM NO. S WEST STREET, ON THURSDAY,lait, a black Newfoundland dog. Had on a hraag eol-
tar. and anawera to the aame of Jaok. Whoever will return
Aha doc to No. 6 Weet etraet, will reoeive livo dollar*
Mwaid.

OST-ON Tn« 12TH INST., A LARGE RED NEW-
JLi foundland dog. with fart frr-dead, cheat, and tip of
Aail wlite Anj p.ton

"

. p'r,on returning th< above dog to No. It
dUbabj atreet, will be liberally rewarded.

LOST.$3 REWARD..ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON,
Novtmber '8, going from Dey atreet to the Hudaon

Stiver Railroad depot, or in the depot, a lady's fan. The
Hinder will reoeive the above reward, by leaving it at 8. St
J. S. DUNftlNG'S, 186 Oreenwloh atreet.

Lost, on Tuesday morning, in a dry dock
(Grand atreet) stage, or from Lovejoy's Hotel, through

-Broadway to corner Wall and Naaaau atreet*, a aingle atone
diamond breaetpin. Ae the pin is valued far beyond it* in-
Arinaio worth, on aoeount its being a moment} of a Lien 1,
ffihe Snder will be liberally rewardod, by leaving it with
Wm. K. Sibcli, 30 Wall, corner Naeiau street.

'IjlODHD-ON THE 21st OF OCTOBER. A GOLD
.r lever watah, chain peneil, and looket. Can be had bv
'proving property, and paying ohargea. Call at 33 Tenth
wtreet.

Found . on the eighth avenue, between
Fifteenth nnd Sixteenth strata, a porta monniae, oon-

Vining a turn of money in b nk bills, whioh the owner oan
Snare by proving property and paying for thil advertisement.
*Call at Mrs. QUIVS Millinery Establishment, 173 Eighth

CJTRAYED-ON THE MORNING OF THURSDAY, THE
'w 11th November a large-eixed bnll dog, with a blaek

aot on one side of his faee. Aay porson who shall return
e above will be rewarded, on application to the owner,

Air. SMITH. Boston House. 88 Oliver street.

f\ Admlral. frem
bU, are santtoeea a*

name

'ricIIARB BELL. 43 Wall atreet.

THE TURF.

UNION COURSE, L. I.-TROTTINO-ON FRIDAY,
Nov. 19, at 2 o'olock, P. M..A matoh for $200, mile

Vacate, boat three in five, to barneas. Mr. Fiah nauios b. m.
Boston Girl; Mr. Gage names b. g. Black Jaek. Immedi.
ately after, a matoh for S20H a-ide. Iaaao Woodruff namee
'.br. g. Brown Jim; Yankee Bill names g. oolt; mile heats, to
aaraeaa Stages will leave the Fnltin ferry, Brooklyn, for
.the Marie at 12 o'olock. and return when the sport is over.

JOHN I. SNEDIRER, Proprietor.
vpENTREVTLLE COURSE, L. I. -TROTTING.THURS-
Ly day. Nov. 18, at 2 o'clock, P.M., puree and stake
34«0, Bull heats, beat three in live in barnees. D. Pilfer
soernea m^ Lady Vernon._ J. Conklin names b. g. Centre-
ville. II. Jones names ch. g. Sorrel Biddy. OmnibusiM
'Jeave Fulton lorry, Brooklyn, at 1 o'clock P. M.

JOEL CON KLIN, Proprietor.
V^ENTREYILLE COURSE, L. I.TROTTING.THURS-
Va* day, November 18, at half-past one o'clock, P. M.,

: natch for $100, two mila heats. C. 3 Bartiae names eh. g.
War Eagle, to 260 lbe. wagon, and carry two men. D. Pilfer
ckmea br. m Lady Rifton. to g« aa she pleaaes. Immediately

ween two Williamiburg horaea, for $2i>',after, a match between ... ... . ,

tmi'a heata. best three In Ave In hameji. W. l'earsall names
ilk. m. Lady Sontag. Mr. Livingston names o. g

JOEL CONKL1N, Proprietor.

HOBIEI, CARRIAGES, Act
'OR SALE, IN BROOKLYN, L. I..THREE HORSES

A" and three wsgone; two lets of harness: one gray
-Dorse, 1C>; hands high, whito tai and white mane, fit for
Family use or any other kind <f business; also, a young oolt,
.three years old, bred from the tame horse and mare ae Lady
«W, wall brobe to harness, fit for a young lady to

>t fee any otbar bnaineee For further portionlars In
t|«lW «t tKe voi-y stable, aoraar af Putnam and Olaew,

For SAI.K.a eplrndid bay horse-sound, and
kind in harness. Well etiited for a family or a doctor,

Wing only six years old Apply at Norria' stibles, Eighth
titceo*. noar Sixth avenue.

For salf...a fine dapple gray hor'e, six
years old next spring, only nfiw days in the city, kind

cand gentle in harneaa or under the saddle, raised in Ver-mad fe&Ul
*»ont. Mor 'tn blood; a floa be»il for family n§«. Pri<jc
Hold fur waut of usOe Inquire of GEO SANDERSON, 21W
^Broadway.
H(roRSE. CART, AND HARNESS, FOR SALE.TUE

L horse sound, sown yoars old, and ths cart aad bar¬
men bnt little used. For sale cheap. Can be seen by ap¬
plying at Dlmond'e etahle, No 11 New etreet, near Beavor.r

TtHE CELEBRATED TROTTING HORSE "JOHN DA
via " likewise, a fast maro fur sale low, by U. JONES

"VauxhaU Garden etablea, Fourth avenue.

HUSICAIes
<OLIAN PIANOFORTES. .T. GILBERT It CO.'!
4 celebrated pianofortes, with and without the aell-

'\n..The aubsoriber, who is tba sola agent in this olty for
ths sale of these instruments, (the reputation of whioh has
become world-wide.) is now prepared to offer them at prioea
whioh, to those wishing to purohase, eaanot fail to be satis-
'-'aetory. Peeieseing faoiliti*! for obtaining pianos unsur-

Ja.ee J, if e-inalled, by those of any other hours in the city,
e does not heeitste to ssy that he oan present inducomonu

-to buyers net to he funnd elsewhere. lie has oonstantly on
band an sxtanaive assortment of second hand pianos, at bar-
gains which ha fearlessly assorts will defy competition.
Gilbert'! elegant boudoir ore ttuge pianos, far small room.
A lse, melodeona, of Prince's and Cah art's aiaka. Grand
w-nllan and other plan's to let. Second hand Pianos for
sale, at low pric-s; Pianos tuned and repair.d. Caab paid
:.'ur second hand Planes.

HORACE WATERS. 833 Broadway,
Corner of Anthony atreet, acoond floor.

MU8IC.-A LADY RESIDING IN THE UPPER PART
of the city ia doslrous of a few mors pupi'e for the

pianoforte. Terms very moderate, and full satisfaction

tiven. Please apply or address Mrs. W., No. 240 Week
hirtieth atreet, near Ninth aveane.

MlSICAL-riANOS Tl'NED FOR SEVENTYFIVE
rente. Ord-ra addrcaed to Piano Tuner. 886 Bowery.

.214 Canal itreet, and 22 Newark avenue, Jersey City,
promptly and efficiently performed.

TO AMATEURS OF TnK VIOI.l N.-PROFESSOR L
Meyer having concluded his nrrangomenti, is now pre¬

pared to teach his thoorv and prvttioe of the mentor itatro-
vnent. In elassea, or separately at th» homea of pupils or at
mil own residence. L. MEYER, Wood's Hall, 444 Broadway,
Veetweon 10 and 11, A. M.

PARLOR ORGAN FOR 8ALE. AT A GRF.VT HACRI-
fice; warranted of superior make and finish, with all

the modern Improvements. If applied for immediately,
*1 will be acid for $I7«, worth |300. To be seen at Mr.
Blake's. 129 Bank atreet, corner of Washington.
I/OUR BPi ENDID ROSEWOOD PIANG3. SIX AND A
w half and icven octavos, best New York and Boston

vt.ele. and one of Glleert'a boudoirs, for eale at a barga'n.
Second hand pianos very low

I1KNRY BENART, *92 Bowery.

NOVELLO'S CHEAP MUMC.PSALMODY IN EVERY
form, euited for private or congregational use. llat-

"ser'a Harmonic Sacra 1.74 psulm tunes, roeponsta, cha- ti,
&o.; vocal parts, 1-mo .t-1 conta each; vocal acore, lwraa.
VI 26-. organ score folio, $37">: Bird's 100 chants, 29 cents;
Novello't )0!» psalm tunes, SI 25. Various other editions,
alio, for 3 trebles. Services nnd sacred music In every ya
viety. Catalogue! poet free for two nenta.

J. ALFRED NOVELLO, 389 Broadway.

50
LldtTOHSi

CASKS ROBT. B. BVAS3 AND BARCLAT, PER-
kins Ik Co.'i London porter, jnst roceireu, and in hue

order- Tor Ml* in pints and quarts, by
M. B PETER? k CO.. Iaepartm, MO Broadway.

"Ort CASKS WM. TOCNGEU k CO.'B AND ROBEKP
.*r>v» By***' Edingburg ales, Juit landed, and In fin* order
for t*iiiiiy use. »or sale In i>inU and quarts, by

M It. P1TF.RS & CO.. Importer*, SOU Broadway.

BARfFAT, PERKINS, k CO.'S, AND OTHER FATO-
iltcbrsndi'f London Porter, jnet landed. Plnti and

inert* in flr e order For sain in quantities to suit, by
Q. P. LETUHK DOE, 86 and 88 Fnlton elreet.

WtANDIES.PALE AND DARK, OF ETERT QRADE-
end of various vintages; London doek, %o., r >rt, eherry,

tend Madeira wines, ohoiee Scotch and Irish whiskey; St.
.Cml* and Jamaica rum; 8chiedam. lAwan, and London oor-
.dltl Kin; Mntoat and Malaga wluos. It*., at Ik) per oeat lower
tehan at nay other bouse, by WM- II- UNDERBILL,

No. 4.10 Broom* street.

CHAMPAGNE!.CHAMPAGNE !.CIIAMP AONF. !-
Three hundred baskets (frs I >ns favorite brands (some

anusl to Ilridsick), from |f> to $ss f 10 p»r doren, for sal*
kj C. P. LETHBKIDGE. Sd and ah Fult..n street.

OTARD, DUPUT k CO., FINF.T, CASTII.LON Jt
Co., tad I,nndon Dock brandlee, Scotch aud Irish

ewkiskeys, Jamsicaend St. Croli mm, assorted brand* yf
Stin, port, eherry and madeira*; and 100,(KM) clears, of the
Most celebrated brand*. Onr gentlemen friend* are m-
quested te eall. >. B. PETERS k CO., 300 Broadway._
Philadelphia roimcR-or superior quali-ty, lor family use, in half-plat, pint and qnart bottle*,
tendon and Dublin porter and browa stout, Sootoh alee,
Ssst India pale ale, Ao.. warranted genuine. Fine elareti
<*f etrioue brand* from (1 3A per desen, bottle* returned,
forenleby .

Wll H. UNDERBILL.
We- 480 Bream* etreet, ooiaar of Oreeby.

«rf«n BEST LONDON DOCK BRANDT, JAMAICA
JL rum. London cordial g'n, sehneppe, aaj other Holland

win and "eeteh whl ikey Ac. For sale In bond, or in quantL
airs to fuit, by U. P. LETBBKIDGE, 86 and88 Fulton at.

SCOTCH ALES- JUST ARRIVED BT STEAMER GLAS-
gow .All t-e amrlt* brande. pint* and quarts, In the

.Inset order. For sale. In n>>entities to fnit purehaesri, by
G P. LKTHI1KID0 K, 86 and 88 Fnlton street.

IKM SEH, R(K)M9. HTOs« WASTED.

WANTFD TO~FtTRrHASr.-A GROCFRT STORE,
new in active bnslnosi stock and stsnd not to ex-

oeed seren or eight hundred dollars Any parties baring
wuoh may hear of a oustomer by addreeeing A. S-, office of
Able paper __________________

PART OF A nnpoF WANTED IN BROOKI.TN.NT 4R
Fullou a* d ''ranli'rrv streets. I>» a small famllv of f mr

yn f 'i <.' ildr n. A ltr-n It i'., at thii oIUj i.stetlni

THE LECTURE SEASON.
Tli* Hon. Horatio Srymonr on the " Study

jof thr Natural ScUiiCfu."
The introductory lecture of the course arranged for by

the Mercantile Library Association of thbt oity was de
liverod last areuing in Metropolitan llall, by the Hon
Mr. Seymour, Governor elect of New York, on the abort)
subject. He was introduced by the chairman of the com¬
mittee. and weleomed by the audience with demonstra¬
tions of respect "Mr. Seymour appeared to be In n low
physical condition, exhausted probably by his recent po
Htlcsl exertions, and in the <leliTory of the introductory
portion of bis lecture he became so weak as to be unable
for a time to proceed lie <iulckly rallied, however, and
continued his reading. The attendance was by no means

large, but It consisted of persons capable of appreciating
the elegant discourse, which we present In full to our

readers
LKCTUKI.

When I acocpted the invitation of this association to
ado res* it at this time. 1 was inllueneed by a doslre to
manifest my letpecI lor its members and lUe objects theyhad in view. Four thousund young men, who are prepar
leg to engage in one ofourniost important and meet hono¬
rable pur' uits, bava a.social, d themselves together lor the
purpose of intellectual Improvement, Engaged in a bu
slues* which la peculiarly exacting in Its demand upon
their time and upon their exertions, they have deter¬
mined not only tobeoome successfulmerohauts butlatol-
ligent liberal, united men Most of them are In clrjuni-
stances of life which render It nroeesary for them to work
out their own fortunes. Living in a great mart
of coiuinerco, wlier© the pursuit of wealth presents
itself in Its most atti active, absorbing aspeot,
they have manifested a determination not to lose
themselves in their business, or to siDk themselves
in subordination to It. but to make their honor¬
able pursuit subservient to their advancement as men.
They are not loss earnest, industrious and devoted, in their
positions as clerks or assistants to their employers, nor
do tbty tail in properly eatiaa-ing the dignity or impor¬
tance of tbo American merchant, for they intend to in¬
crease and elevate tbem by placing them upon a broad,
comprehensive bat is. In a few years those whom 1 now
have the honor of addressing will oon.rol the comtueroe
of this great city, and it ts a matter not only of profession¬
al and heal but of national importance that they should
be enlightened and liberal men We are now a great
commercial people; we shall soon be the greatest among
the nations of the earth. We have a vast extent of mari¬
time ccatt. immense inland lakes, and navigable rivers,
whose united length would span the world. The impor¬
tant and varied productions ot our country give great
activity and scope to domsBtii and foretgu com¬
merce* It is impossible to estimate the magnitude
and extent to which they will ultimately swell This city
must continue to be tbo oentre of oommercial transac¬
tions It will give to them the tone and character and
aspect they are to assume. The wealth accumulated
here will he the source from which wo are to derive the
mvsns to carry out great measures of domestic improve¬
ment or foreign entcrpr se; it is therefore a matter of na¬
tional interest that the merchants ot New York should be
liberal enlightened and educated men. To those who
entertain just views of the position and duties of the
American merchant it Is a oause for congratulation that
those who aie about to assume them appreciate what
they owe to themselves and their pursnlt. The mem
hers of this Association have founded one of the most
extensive libraries in our country, they maintain
valuable courses of instruction in the various branch as
cf literature and science, and becoming public bene
factors even before they havo entered tally upon
their mercantile pursuits, they »ustain valuable and in¬
teresting courses of public leoturee. Aotuated by the
liberal and oomprihenslve enterprise which characterises
them tbey have Induced one oftbe most eminent foreign
writers ol the day. whose works are as familiar to us as
household words, to entertain and instruct themselves.
this vommunity.with aseriea of lectuies upon Utervry
topics. I deemod it an honor to be asked to deliver the
first, or Introductory address of the season, to
such sn Association and I accepted the invitation,
although want of time and pressing duties have
cubjected me to many embarrassment in fulfilling my
engagement. My object at this time is to oail the atten¬
tion cf this Association to a class of Intellectual pursuits
well calculated to give a healthful tone to the miad
It must be understood they are not urged to the exclu¬
sion of other studies, and that when 1 attempt to show
there is danger that wo, as a people, allow ourselves to be
too much absorbed by our business conoerus. 1 do not
d«*'g» to ray anything tu derogation oftbe value or dig-
nit iur>a<li>aw iiwmult When bawall aaan.Ua neo?»-
sity tor mental and physical rctlhatltme I do do because I
btUere they arc calculated to promote the best interest of
the merchant, as v. 11 as of the man. I am also conscious
that many ot my suggestions may appear to be inapplioa
ble to the circumstances of those whom I now uJdress. I
wish them, thereforo. to be received, not as recomm--udn
ti ms but as illustrations of the ideas I wlih to enforce
The American people have a light to be preud of their
history, tbeir progress, and their characteristic energy
Within a few years wo have risen from an insignificant
nationality to a litgh position among the powers of the
earth. We have achieved great triumphs In oar struggles
with tmr older competitors, and although those contests
have been malnlv of a peaceful character, they have not
b cn less real and vital than if they were carried on with
all the violence, and pomp and clrcumjianeeol war W e
are ibe second comineicial nation iu the world and can
boast of snlcDdld victories over our grea rival on that
oc. an she has been wont to olsim as her own pecallar
element. We have built finer and faster steamers, more
elegant and swifter sailing vessels Our donatio tri¬
umphs have been equally signal Our long lines of canals,
connecting the weetoru rivers and lakes with the Atlan
tic eoast.the still more wonderful extension of our sys¬
tem of railroads.the prodigious length of our telegraphic
communication, and their adaptation to the transmission
ol business or domestic intelligence, with an economy and
to an extent unknown in Europe, nfford evidence of the
d- voted eneigv with which our people pursu? enter-
pii«es calculated to promote their individual in
teresta or the prosperity of the country. Intelligence
is universally diffused throughout our laed. and the
ttmlxr and character of our literary Institutions, and
our extended common school system, prove that educu
ticn is highly and justly appreciated bo tar, our govern¬ment. although of a mild character, hni affoid-d that de-
are* of protection to per«on and property tha, Inspires
confident o even in the minds of those brought up under
other Institutions and taught to distrust the capic ty of
a people to govern themselvis. However severely our
politioul iu-titutions may be criticised and condemned by
l'lurrpeaus there are some facts which conclusively au-
swtr thtlrobjections In peace, as well as in war. a etrug
gle is constantly goinj on among the natiout or the
earth for supremaay. and in modern times this contest is
conduced on a vast seal*. Its scenes are the oceans of the
earth.its prize, the commerce of th« world Peace has
its triumphs, tco, as well as war, and in the history of the
worid no conqueror in ancient or modern times ever
made such acquisition of physical strength as we havo
atiDuallv made for a series of years, in drawing from the
ranks of our antagonists in the Old World three or tour
bundled thousands of thetr subjects or pnrU/.ans who
leave thiir h.>m»e and kindred to beoome citizens of our
country. We have a right to ascribe tbo mighty
current, of emigration to our shores mainly to the
Biipor'oiity of our political institution#, for fertile
and abundant lands do not be-long to us alone. The *of-
eminent of great Britain, who-e subjects comstituio a
large sLnre of the tide of emigration endeavors in vain to

the stream to lier own Yawt, forUlo, anl toitily m-
habited possessions W hile we are justified in exulting
with an honest pride over the piogressot our country, we
must not conceal from ourselves the defects of our n»-
tlrnal character, which spring iromour re*U*i» and unti¬
ring devation to our business pursuits. Nor should we
overlook the danger that these qualities of onterprlsu and
ceun'n rs toil may digonerate into grasping covitousness
or sctdid avarice. The conipletoabsoiption of the Ameri¬
can mind hv personal or public pursuits is attended by
some conspicuous evils. A prejudiced foreigner his said
that our achievements in the post give no assuranoe of
success in the future as tbey are the results of morbid
and unnatural exoltements. and that when thv paroxysm
is past, we shall sink into a condition of mental uud phy-
sical wiakncw. There is a sufiioient coloring of tru.h
in this IU natured remark to make it worth our atten¬
tion It Is true that we are a money-loving people.that
We admire wealth and rospscl 1U poweesor. It is sought
with a self- .-act ifiring spirit and with a bold and daring en¬
ergy unknown in any other quarter of tlio worid Tito eagle
on tbs Roman standard was not followed with more
bravery by the legions of the Camrs thin it the eagle
on the Ails ricau dollar by our adventurous eitizens. No
knight errant or crusader ever perilled life with more
devotion than we display in deliberately working our

to death. W« carry thU bo far that we admire
the veTy ravages which this passion makes upon the
mental aid physical constitutions of our people. The
care-worn countenance and the exhausted frame are
looked upon with the same reverence that the dented
shield, th* worn armor, aud the scared countenance of
the warrior were regarded In the days of chivalry.
Our sentiments in Ibis respect are attended with phyal
cai evils of no small magnitude W'e retain tliepreju
dices of our l'uritan ancestors against many manly amuse
monts I will not say how just these may be, but I have
always suspected, with Wesley that wo nave given over
to Ike devil a great deal more than fairly belongs to him.
Our public opinion is exacting of the business man to the
last dsgrce. and we often labor under a sense of guilt
whsn we devote any of onr time to the preeervatlon of
our health or the rriaxation of our minds. The English
statesmen, for a season of the year, lay aside the cares
of government for com try and field sports and
amusements. For this purpose they susp-nd the
diplomacy of nations; and those who control the
affairs of an tmplre upon which the sun never sets,
and the beat of whose morning drum makes one con¬
tinuous strain c.f music round the world, do what an
American man of business ronid hardly do without In¬
jury to hi- reputation.they spend a month or six Weeks
in tiehlug hunting, ridlt-g or other athletic sports of the
country But I must not be underetord as standing here
to advocate these particular relaxations: I have a substi¬
tute for them which is open to no»e of the objection* ex¬

isting In the minds cfmany against popular amuomenta
I won to eall your attention to the fact that we carry
our devotion to buslnsss to that extreme, that vs uncos-
eclcuriy lenrn to admire the v«-ry evils this d»vo.lon pro¬
duces We associate intellect with a pale foes and an
a'tenuetrd form; good business habits wVh a careworn
ocuntcnsncs; aud sometimes I fear, mistake the dullness
produced by unvarying toil far wisdom. Is it extravagant
to say tkat vigorous and robust health is sometimes
injurious to reputation in ecminerelal olveles. at the bar,
and to tbo pulpit? This intensa application «f our faeut-
tte to onr bu-tnes* pur-tilre t* attend-"! wl'h ar-nul as
wt---I as physical evils, (tov-sntrsrien of inio t I* nsca-I in* "of Juceroy vol oat' ra T tV e S'i<t bri rg f»

5Pra2e!li£i<2ft! ;n onr >.wafwium* >»i
.11 our at«M of knowledge; but we must not allow
an absorption of mlod In our business pursuit* that
pterenti us from gathering store* of knowledge and that
on.*"' OUr P9wrTn of "lotion Excessive thought
inrfom*-/ *ubJ"J weakens the mind and Impairs the

» re°d*ri.D8 Jt obscure and Tabulating; coin

ifnTn. !* 8 common form ofinsHnltr and
nulTn ^ '.r07" thl' int<i"«-ct Although the
«!. roW ?eiiDrt 2* ¦«boJr" Ic*lr»ft to recruit Its

fi--i ?T" dMn8nd « r«K'' ef thought to preserve
heililf i ? * frequently do we see those of
bright promise for a successful t.ud Itnproeing career,

los.,
iu lb*lrP»«""ar catlings, then

and upward progress and In the end

fai« ^ *?ett il1 ,hrlr own borineM ar
the horse that turns the shsU. they h. coins

dull their minds run iuto ruts and their daily pathoka Jnto channels so deep that they aro unable to MM
bejond the walls upon the right band or the l.*rt We
¦eemtrchants wither up mentally aud physical! f la their
OomjUng rooms.physicians pore over pbysioai facts
until they are lncapab.e of conoelTiDg of the existsuco
of mind or soul. lavjers. who grow dull dry, and p".
dantic persuaded that all valuable knowledgn consists of
Judicial lore, aud belong to that olass who - shook their
heads at Murray for a wit".mechanics, who become
mere adjuncts to their tools and quite as lifeless.or cler-

w"bered up until their weekly sermons are only
diversified by a re arrangement of theological formula
Who has not felt Ihut be would like to galvanize them

8Sd. "_?"** them with new topics for
mendel aliment and iuvigoration. This habit of conti¬
nually poring over one topic is well described by Oarlyle
if it «i langunge. -HB an ever repeated thrashing
ami ,iTft ",° d 0f ro'ton rtrat,r< thrashed into powder,
nlliDg the universe and blotting out the star* and t^kion "
The versatility of the mind, of great vanityol their acquirements have often boon noticed; and this
has been true even of great warriors, whose ambition did
not. lend'hern Into purely intellectual paths We are
not will Informed of the character of Alexander the llreat
but his patronage of learning, his admiration »( poets,
the cities ho founded and. the iihrariea he established
show that war did not engross his faculties Cajgor was
not only a victorious general, hut a distinguished orator.
HtiitfMuaxi and historian Napoleon the great wartior of
modcin times was remarkable for bis love of the fins
art*, bis taste in literature and his judicial oode that has
rivalled the influence of his arms We arc apt to regsrd
there tastes as mere div.reion* from their groat objects
of conquest; but wtre they not the aids by which their

# .7"® T'T'fl,d eDUbllng them to return to thacoun
cile of the csmp with fresh vigor and enlarged capacities
«vJiv°wii», e prnf,',"'1"n cmn b" Allowed exelu
.ively without withering up the faoultiss and dwarf-
2 .

1 "bould give a very mistaken view of
our f oolety if 1 assumed that there wore no Idlers in our
community; but I mean to say that our ideal of a ' highly
respectable.man," Is one who thinks only of his business
and woiks himself to death One extreme leads to an-

Ul . '.,8®UfemenU »"<. relaxation being regarded as

ibW./' f,l mZW:d *llb * dt"peration parallelwith that with which wealth is pursued by the
more respected citizen. Politics are a resource by which
IS8?7 "c,u themselves, and relieve the monotony of

?M?h.yo"y pursuits. Under onr governmental insti
tutions, they must always oocupy more or less of atten-

t -b8 ®ntlrelT voided by those who do
their whole duty to the republic ; but carried too far.
they only excite, not invigorate the mind. Thoy do not
serve to lender it expanded and strong, and thus add to

.<V.,?r for tbp "idinary duties of life. Kvery trained
politician must leid a life of exhauEting exettement. lie
must always be pathetic or Indignant lie must be
either in the patriotio, philanthropic, or some other
exciting line of business The phUceophy of partiz.au
warfare was well explained by a veteran agitator, who
Informed a pupil, - that the great point wm to have a
grievance, and to have ooe that could not be cured as a

remedy would epoil the whole game " His strongest pod
tlon is when he stands like Niobe, all in tears. To preserve
his activity and zeal, like the anchorite of old. he puts
thorns under his jacket, In the shape of envy jealousy and
hatred, and the victim in the end Is carried oiTwith a
political delirium tremens, haunted with visions of dis-

wUh WooUey'*8 an<l ungraUfui TrientlH, and exclaiming,
'. If I bad served mv God with half the zeal
«

1 J baTe *«ved BJ King, he would not in my age
1Jare left me uaked to mioe enemies."

Political parties, like Saturn, destroy their own progeny.
There is reason to fear American enterprise and energy
.?7iiFU? F10 D,rrow an<1 sordid channels and that our
intellects, intensely applied to personal callings or pro¬
teanone, and overlooking the necessity for varied and en-
larged subjects for mental reflection and aliment, may
lose their vivacity and elasticity, and shrink up and be-
come degenerate. The world is strewed with the wrecks
of cities and empires who.e deduction has beenocca
#K»«d by similar causes. MaBarol advantages can
¦ever save a people from the conebqueures of mental
moral, or physical decay. The skies of Italy
are as bright, her soil as fertile, and hor air
as genial, as when Home was uil«trees of the
world; yet now It can hardly boast of a political existence,
lor tbeimprov.mentof our people, an 1 the correction
of t he evils to which I have alluded, we look to their in-

°*ual- moral, and religious training Of the religious
considerations 1 riiall say nothmg; thty are themes for
other speakers and different occasions When 1 speak of
mental or moral culture.I have referenoe to its highest
purpose, the formation of character, olsvation of mora'*,
and the enjoyments of intellect, and not merely of Its
subordinate and utilitarian aspect as an aid to sue-
cess in our business affairs I shall confine mv re
marke t* that class of intellectual pursuits which I have
teruud 'studies of nature." I do not wish to exalt one
branch of learning at the expense of others, for all alike
contribute to expand the mini, to elevate the sentiments
and to make the man But I feel thi rc are »omo pecu-
lisr adaptations of these studies to tho e pluses of onr
society to which I have alluded, which lias led ma to pre
sent thiin more particularly to your attention. By this
term, studies of nature." I meau ;bo.e intellectual
pursuits ahlch lead to the consideration of tho physical
world, io contradistinction to theiabdruse sciences or
belle letters, and I Include in the term the attention
that marks the beauty of a laudfenpe.that notes the
peculiarities of vegetable or animal life-that ex¬
plores In recks, the past history of the earth .
that studies the mysterious law- of nutter in
chemistry, or. taking a bolder flight, contem¬
plates the worlds that glitter above and around us.
Intellectual pur uits have two a-pects- first, they are
valuable agencies in promoting succsss in business- sc
cond th.y create character and mind and Rive us the
enjoyment of Intelligence. Education as a direct auxi-

J J to 0"r respective callings is highly and juatly va
Ined. But It is not In this aspect that I wrih to «pwik of
mental Improvement on this occasion As a people we
are sufficiently impressed with the duty of getting ready
to live al hough we allow ourselves but little leisure for

fhe enjoyments Of lift and laruly reach the timn when it
if thought suitable to begin until it is too late I pro-
pete to fpeak of learning as a means of onlurgini the
mird varying its powers, elevating the sentiments, and
giving those intellectual enjoyments which 1 call living
3 he stuaies of nature are reoomraend-d by the fact that
a ta-te lor the m i* easily created, and when ones arous.-d
is endurirg. They are embarrassed by no tedi ms pn 11-
iuinsry preparations, nor obrcured by abstractions; they
ire valuable and pleasurable from the ou'set. be who bar
h orned to notice the peculiarity of a leaf, has made one
step ocmpleie In lt<elf. They are enduring and adapted
to all ages and conditions giving pbasureto jouth. re
laxatlon lo active mi idle life, and consolatien to the
weakness of age. They are boundless lu thrir range, in-
exhaustible in their considerations, and tend to habits
of life, alike beneticial to the health, invigorating to the
mind, and derating to the moral sentiments They do
not Interfere with ihe paramount duties ef life by un-
healthy excitements, while th -y afford that healthful
vanety and stimulus rrsintial to the preservation of full
!f;:.n,ul Tllcy arn «<Ivpt«d to tho con-
dltfon or all cla ies of our population lnvnlvln"
no bur turn some expenses, they are wbbin the reach
of all ibeir objects are around, above, and beneath
us. and constantly within the range of our observations
Thiy are peculiarly fitted to the wants of th.it lnttrest-
irg and truly Amerioan class of onr citizen', who with-
out advantages of early education have achieve I their
fortune and who fefl an honorable anxiety that thoir
ontwardcfrctimctiincoashall not ootihinn thfir monttland
moral acquisitions t may also add. that the munificent
loale of Nature s works on this oottinents' OM* to invito
us partieuUrly to theseconridentions. Lot me lllustra e
my ids a* by a ri fcrence to some of the. familiar diacove-
riea of modem tclenee. Thn-« who hxve paid anv atten¬
tion to the geology of onr conntry. know that the dif
feient vtrata of ro<-k that compose tbo crust of the earth,
and which were deposited principally wh»n this pirt of
our continent was covered with water, have been up-
htavrd from the north, in such a manner and with au:h
a u.p, that in travelling to the south, their edges are ex¬

posed to view and examination and we are thu-enabled
practically to rte, each formation since the period the earth
was mclUn with intensaheat. Their original relative pvsi-
tlon hi folar preserved that we are able to learn the order
in which thiy were formed. Every geologist knows
in what succession he will And the different strata and

fiTVJP!^ £0C.#* and tmm the shore* of I.akc Onta-
rio to the Gulf of Mexjeo When ho exploroe tho lower
5tratii. and which but for tho convulsion that upheaved
it. would now be sank at an immense depth, he finds in

#i
a°d other remaine, showing an animal existence

of low oij^anization. but In many inntaneen of curious
forms. If we ro South within the limits of our State,
wc come to the point where this class of rocks disappear
beneath another system, which contains the evidenoo ef a
different class of animal*, of which fishes wore the high¬
est order, and those of extraordinary forms Continuing
Sonth until this system disappears beneath the overlay¬
ing one. yon eome to the carboniferous or ooal creating
period when the earth was covered with growth of trees,
n sembllng fci n* and max ah weeds, and palms, hut of enor¬
mous size Their remains constitute the coal field- of Penn¬
sylvania, and their forms, site, and peculiarities arc dear-
ly shewn by their Imprints. We then come to rocks con¬
taining remains of the marine rep.lies of monstrous
fnimsand vlzes highly caralverou* and whose struggle*
with «aeh other, In that ancient ocean which they in¬
habits d must have been of . terrific character Follow-
Ing there, we find the vertigo* of land repllles of firms
more monstrous than their predecessors This was tho
period of liidcou* creations, surpassing Eastern fable, and
if their existence wm not proTed beyond dispute by these
remains, w# should eeoff a*, the mind that eouli
consoles them as morbid, dl tempered and foul We
then reach the time, comparatively recent, still vastly
rtmeie. when land animals, somewhat re-emhllng living
entries but of greater size, Inhabited the earth It wax
ine *'. of the mastodon and other gigantic creatures,
rr«m there r mains, they must (have existed In pro-
dig ions numbers n« an Island in the Arctic ocean l< al
¦n''f,n^d# «P°f th# bones of a special that iabahl'ed
high latitudes At length we emerge from the ancient
r istory of onr earth, lravfrg its mocetrou* exi.tt-
tnevs fur the p. rio ts or in ii»-s existence, with the
plivsnve we fiel la awaking ftnui disturbed dr m-

u; n a h t.t, and h-aitlf-l inrfniiv Th'* li

and Imperfect tkftch of geological dl-ooverte* lui
»v>«« that the surface of the earth around n.* i*
not a more meaningless expanse of land and sea, but
it la a mighty record of the wondrous past, written in
character* and term* that all can underrtand and all
must give ert deuce to. Let me oho call jour attention
to another laniillar Held cf research assisted bj that-
modem atd toirieuee. the uilrro-cope.the hutorj of the
Improvement of which thtrtig tb< last fifty year*. 1* ofitself an interesting study. and which has made, aud i*
destined to mufte the rne** remarkable di-cororte* in
eclehoe: for It mnv be mhl to give u* a new .ense. «o
much doe* It increase our power* of tsb-ervation. We
learn by It that the earth, air. ami water teem with ex¬
istence and tlia' a large share cf our *oll and of our rook*I* made op of the n-malns of the siliceous eh - 11b of anl-
nialcul.' invisible to the csktd «7e. That the living spe¬cies exist around lis In multitudes, aud with lorms so ex¬
traordinary and under condition* of existence so antag¬onistic to our ordinary conceptions of vitality that It ro¬
il ulri s actual ob« rvation to satisfy the inlnd of the truth of
rente rtpr«rrotations that arc given us by popular works
on the lubjeet \\ bile using this instrument, nothing
appear* more absurd than the skepticism that doubts a
spiritual existence, because ire can net conceive of it
without the organisation with which we are accustomed
to see it. J fit not mean to say the microscope will show
animal life without an organisation, bat it shows It with
sn organization so impeifrct that it approaches the va-
thhii'K point, or. with conditions of life* so strange and
so entirely opposed to all our ideas, thut it is easier to
conceive of an vxIt-tenon without such a body than with.
When we are forced to believe the greater wonder, we
should not lie skeptical about a smaller one To the
naked eye. the vigi-table world presents an aspect of lm
mobility and repot ft, but we learu from luiorosooplo ob¬
servations that the» interior port'on of these cellular
structures If. incessantly animated by the most varied
current*, titherrotating, awndlng and descending rcial-
fjing aud ever chungteg their directions. Modern sol
ence bus invested our forests with intureets and won
d**ts, far rutpus iug the finoli'ul creations of ancient
mythology. The curious structures of vegetable orgauizatlon, the numberless living streams that course through
every trie and tbrub, expanding their foliage, uud color¬
ing and forming their flowers and increasing their size
by the most beautiful and wonderful processus, weiring
and creating the gorgeous covering of our earth The
dreams of the pcet. Lis Fauns, aud Satyrs, and Dryad*,
are fteble conception* compared with the realities of Na
tun*. Did lime permit, I might glance at the most strtk-
ing and Inttrisling facta in the history of animals, the
beautiful variety of vegetable life the mysterious and
startling laws.ot chemistry. or the sublimer discoveries of
the astronomer; but perhaps enough ha* bee* said to cn-
able me|to euforee the idea to which 1 wish to call your par¬ticular attention All of these studies rilate to
objects that are constantly in view, they are
never absent from the eye; but how are they changed to
the mind bv a full knowledge ofathelr character? If two
of your business citizens ot equal standing and oapaclty.
ene ot whom had devoted his leisure hours at the subjects
at wbioh 1 havo glanced, while the other tanked hiu
faculties by s constant application to his personal and
money making pursuits, were a-ked to look abroad over
the face of nature, how entirely different would be their
conceptions. To the one the rocky eminence would seem
an obstruction unless it made a good quarry. Speak of
the soil and its constituents, and he would t*lk of their
crops, of the forest growth, unl lie would toll you of the
inconvenience which will follow from tin apid destruo
tion, aud he would wonder bow farms could be fenced in
fifty yuaisfrom now. If you pointed to the stars, he would
talkoftheweather.il tic urth its value by the acre.
Ills remarks might Ik) shrewd and sagacious, but would hi*
bettor Informed fx lend have no advantage* overh'.mf lie
could be equally Intelligent in strictly utilitarian matters,
and he would be vastly superior In mental resources, and
in Intellectual tcope. The strata of rooks to hint would
b« tomes that contained the wonderful history of the past.Tbe forests, replete with beauty, interrst and variety and
the world full of wonders. In the language of Dr. John-
ton, ' whatever makes tbe past. tbe distant or the future,
predominate over the pretent, advanoea us In the dignityof thinking beings " The mind thus stored oannot shrink
up and become torpid under the monotonous influence of
dally drudgery; it Is protcoted against tbe influence of its-
w bolescme excitements; it has a resource from ooi ro liog
cares,and pursuits that cannot be exhausted or ln*s their
interest, ho far as the world around them is concerned,the two Individuals 1 have supposed would be a* complete¬
ly unlike in their petitions fcr all practical purpose*, a*
the man who lives in a bore hovel compared with him who
inhabits a palace adorned with beautiful pictures, sculp¬
tured statuary and gorgeous furniture. If it is wise to
adorn and beautify our dwellings should we not also invost
the world around us with beauties anil interests ! And
this may be done by studies Involving no saoriflce ot time
or means, giving health and pleasure iu their pursuits,elasticity and vigor to the mind, and force and scope tojtjFcoattcplions. Dlok. in liis admirable work on the

fWdlosoghy ot a Future Slate, has made a beautiful »nuiwwit to show thai these investigations are inexhaustible
and may be continued hereafter throughout eternityand possibly constitute a part of the employment of our
next exists nee Yet these studies may be cnfereil upon
by all. without sacrifice of time or money or interferingwith the paramount claims cf our business pur»uits. At
the same time, they induce those habit* of exercise so
ssrsulial to tbe health, and contribute to make up the
pirtsct men.a scuod mind in a sound body. The
value of these studies will appear from an examination
into the personal habits and taste* «r the eminent poets,
orators, statesmen, and even warriors of ancient and
modern times, most of them having been lover* of
nature. It bus been said, that although all of our farm¬
ers did not become Presidents ol our country, yet, all tlra
President* became farmers; and it is a remarkable fact,
that all of cur eminent public men, who have preserved
their mental vigor to the close of their lives, have been
kicn. close observer* of ber natural phenomena. This
was conspicuous In Washington Jefferson in his note* on
Virginia and other writings, has shown a large rhare of
learning on such topics. Without exception every Pre-
eidrnt hashed marked t*stes for natural history, or some
of the physical scbnect atd nil who have outlived their
terms of office have retired to rural life and hvva found
ample resources in nature to ratisfy mind* that had been
acouftomed to the intense excitements incident to their
positions. Mr. Van Buren is now one of the most skillful
termers and keenest fishermen as he formerly was one of
the most able and accomplished statesmen of our conn-
try. Patrick Henry, the most eloquent orator of our
country, was so passionately fond of wandering amidst the
hills and fore-ts nnd streams ofnl* native State.that ho was
at cm- time thought to be but little better than a vagrant
The conspicuous living man of our country aro remirkv I
Me for the same ta ten and free and constant oonimun'ou
with the Druid divinity in her groves, by the able* of h«r
streams, or in her temples in mountain gorges Like An-
teus. when exhausted with their struggles, they touch
the taith and n< w vigor refreshes and animates
thus It is perhaps no unjustifiable fancy to
say that tb« peculiar tasto* ot some of our le»d-
ing no n bava made deep inruressious upon
tlivir east of character. Ot-n Oa*s is a naturalist of largsattainment* and his contribution* to some of tho Boien-
ces have been of vdIuc and interest He is cool. cautious
end iimvtigatirg showing that persistence In his views,chhracterlf tic of those who examine and explore with care
and foriify each step in their conclusion* Tho two great
men.whoserecf nt deaths have shrouded our land in mourn¬
ing, and eailt-d torth «xpres»lon* of sorrow from all classes
of our citizens irresprctive of party distinctions, are il¬
lustrations of the ndiantnges of the tastes and pur¬suits I desiro to commend to your consideration The
last time I saw Mr. Wsbster it was at this place when a
vast assemblage at bis entrance rose to do him homage
Last evening, when I entered '.his hall l'o? the fi;st time
since I saw him here, the object of admiration and ap
plause, it was to witness manifestation* of sorrow an l
moutnirg for hi* death, and to listen to the eloquenttribute ot the orator to hU character and services. Mr.
Webster was a wonderful instance of mental and pliv
sieal devslopeme-nt and power. Mis love for natural ob¬
jects was a con-picuoui trait of his character. The 3ag*of MorsLfleld was noted for his lovo of fishing 1 fear
some worthy pec pie nia7 regard this habit as unbecom¬
ing Lis dignity, bow. I do not pretend 'here I* any thing
psrtictilatly elevating in this amusement, strictly con
side red, but let us take the place and sc«n«s in con-
*td< ratio*, it is on tbe wild, rook bound shores of
New Krgland. perpetually rhtfed by the re-tie a
Atlantic, or tossed on the bosom of the ocenn
i'self. with bl* light beat, watching its changing
meeds, amid the aoiitude of its wastes of water,
tbat the rtatcsman recruited bis exhausted frame, in-
vigorated his naind and enlarged its comprehensiveness.
1 ha tcne of bis i Icqueroe. and the style of ids oratory,
partake* of the scope the simplicity and grandeur of his
ocean resort. You find trace* of his studies of nature
even in hi-diplomatic correspondence.not foisted in. hut
apaitofthe warp and woof of the mental falnics he
weaves. None but a keen and earnest observer ofsocnerycould have conceived and expressed the tine and graphic
description of the burning of the Caroline that occurs in
his com. pondenee with Lord Ashburton Mr Clay, whoso
boldness, vigor, and eloquence, have always been char¬
acteristic. and who. laboring under the weight of many
years, in his last days surprised the world by strikingproofs that these qualities were not dried up and
withered at the approach of old age. always preserved
bis mental elasticity by the study of nature, if
you visit his farm you will find it stocked with
animals of such excellence of klr.d and variety of breeds,
that you see tho owner 1* Interested in the subject. He
resembled the generous and high spirited courser
that he lovad. dying with his harness on upon the field
of duty and renown. The oharm of the writings of Wal¬
ts* Bnott springs In a great degree from his love o' na¬
ture and his clone observation, and the admirable deeertp
tlorix that pervade hi* works. Although a writer of no¬
tion. he copied nature so truthfully, and wo* so thorough¬
ly Imbued by a manly, healthful tone of mlud. that we
cznuot confound him with the sickly sentimentalists who
arc deluging our country with romances and yellow co¬
vered literature.apt livery for their peetifirous contents.
Ills character of Kdi# Ochiltree, in the " Antiquary." was
evidently a favorite one with the author The old man,
n vagrant, a beggar, childless, and alone in the world, yet
moves about cheerful, shrewd and over made a welcome
guest, by his humor. Refined by hi* constant commu¬
nion with nature, he was a lover of deep glens snd na¬
ture's nock* and by-places His reproot to the angry
men that were about to shed each other's blood In per
renal, and. It was then deemed, honorable conflict, was
prompted by a morality he hod learned from uature *
works:.
"What are ys cms here for. y«' eg men? Are ye ve r0®1'

smoes the meet lovely work* of (Did to break hi* la ys?linvc ye left the works of msn, ths h esejsnd the riites
that are Ink elsy and <luat like tto c that built, ana are yo
i ems hf r* smo' ¦ the |t*<-cfnl hills an! by th# quiet
that will last wnl's a»ght earthly will endure to destroy
tech others Uvea?"

Ills, too was a genuine burs tof patriotism.In answer
to tbe inquiry of tho Antiquary, when so Invasion was
expected wlatbehsd fight for.-M" no muok te to
t>ht fw? 1* nae ib< re the country to figb' for. and the
1 nrntlde tint I gat g (laundering betide; and the hearths
(i th> B' d» Wive. 111at. ci" me n>y bit of bread, and

1 l.' ana that .oat" oddlt* topi*j with m. wl'

com- alent the Undw«/rf fown* - atrlf had M *o<>i pith
a* 1 bad grid* will and . jude raime. I shoald gift mm# of
the* » day* krMpinf ' I fwir that -mar* who have more
ampin reason* !br patriotism-, bavo hss than WW exhibit
.d by this poormJ simple wrnderer. This ch#«firfB-»a,lliU self drpendrne* and n-U rsspect i( a ravtrk-ul feidure
in the clratarUr of thoaa who are brought iw clo*<-ot con-
tact with nature -red in prominent .vmotig our hunter* *nd
tixppei- In tnrr*r-ing the great wilderness which
corifH a larye *li«r* of northern XoW York I hunt bad
occasion to call *» the cabin* of iU lonely and scattered
inhabitants I found MB utter iibeeo<"-of what ww should
de« m the ttr*t aecetearhM of life, but V never fouw-1 de-
?poinlsncy or want of aatf resf-ct. I hare found what In- '

tow us would iw iei-mod dint reusing pove-ty. and w >uld at
on -e call out lb* whine of na i. pern, ohoei fully eudorod.
wili'out a ruspici'-n that their- was a hard lot Their
judgment told thru. they Weiv poor but iV»y never felt
so, and peneially contrived to build up a sonreeof wi ol'h
and m-lf complacency fr»m the fact that t'ley were the
owners of a better axe, or day or gun then tin other
oreupent of the woods. l-rrebnosH oheurflilncM aul
vivacity have ever lam characteristic of na'uralists. ,Thry are lewariAbie an a olaea for tho purity of their
mluds, the elevation of their morality, or well aetbe vigorof their In11 lieeta and the foreo of their purposesTh« Ul-tory ot tho-c who have devoted ttieiu
selves to geographical discoveries constitute an
luterettinr portion of our literary reading Neither w»r
nor conqncut, nor the pursuit of wealth liave led titan to
encounter greater dangare. toil* or privation than has the
thirst for increiued knowledge of natural history, and 1
know of no description of reading better calculated to
arouse the weakened and disc"Hinged minds than tho
journals of these adveutuir* I have endeavored to show
that there is danger that tb« American people u»*y allow
themselves to be so entirely engagedin promoting the nvi-
terial Improvemetit of our country that higher and
mote important objects may be overlooked. The publicenergies and public sentiment may wear thomselvo* into
narrow channels, and be directed to aubordldato enli
Purports mora elevated than tbo attaiument of wealth
must animate a ca'loii that aspires to a high oivllisaUoii
.they must he Inspired by t aste for tbo beaut ful, by a
just appreciation of knowledge for its own intrinsic
value, by conceptions of what is noble In design or
iu conduct. Tho rise and docllno of empires have
ever b*eu correctly Indicated by tho rise aud do-
clim of learning, tbo aits, andofpublie virtue Physical or
u ateiial improvement* alone bum never crested nor pur
netuatrd natloral gre*tness Nor ran Individual charac¬
ter be formed without, a range of intellectual purrnlta The
distinguishing charactetlstic of the human ralud U its
capacity tor continual and perpetual Improvement and
the uilnd that rest* stationary en one objeot of thought
and rtflection vlolut. s a law of Its organlxatlon. It can¬
not become enlarged while it is absorbid In a single pro¬
fession or pursuit, nor can It preserve its vigor or de¬
cision. Hence the vailed ta*tcd. studies, and acquire¬
ments cf great, men are not mere diversions from tho
particular pursuit* in which they have made themselves
itopt couppiciioup; they we thfl uio&iifl by which they
have preserved the balanoe, and prevented an absorption
and conn fluent weakeuin of their mental powers by one
governing passion cr ambition In uiglog the value or
the natural science* a* one cor re,-live to our national ten-
clincy. or to iDjuiiou^ individual hnbits ofiifaau'i action. I
must, not be understood as seeking to give them an un
due importance in comparison with other Intell -otual pur¬
suits Whatever improves the mind purities the tastes,
or exalts the moral rentimenta, will correct, the evils at
which I have glanced; but 1 hive deemed these studies
worthy of being particulatly urged upon jour attention
as 1 feel that the-ir value, their interest and dignity arc
not justly appreciated, although they li»v« allorded in¬
spiration to the poet, imagery to the orator, repiso and
relief to the exalted or exhausted minds of the statesmen
and warrior* The sublimity of the poetry of the Old
Testament, and the gorgeous maguifioeuoo of Milton, are

Intrinsically blended with impressions und figures drawn
horn Dature. They address themselves to inherent tastes,
and arc adapted to ail ages conditions, and circum¬
stances. They are calculated to units physical
with mental advantages, and lead to habits of life
alike beneficial to the weariud body and excited mind,
lbe happy remark of ono of cur bist writers ap¬
plies peculiarly to the pleasures they u(l*d. -no
enjoyment." says Sydney Smith, however Inconsid¬
erable, is confined to the pro-ent moment." A man is
the happier for life for having once made an agreeable
tour, or lived for any length of time with agreeable poo-
pit, or cnjojfcd any connid*iabie Interval of pleasure.
Our roetierH.enterpriRing ehtraeter, makes uh a care-worn
people. The anxieties of life fasten themselves upon our
shoulders like the Old Man of the Mountain on thow of
Sindhad the tailor, burthenlng us during the day and
hsrio-firg us at night, bet us at least beso informed
rn other topics than those relating to our business affairs,
that we inay lie able to turn to them to compose our
mimls on r» si Its* beds or to turn u»! 1c from the oorpb-x-
Itit-s of our affairs until our reeling faculties may recover
their tone nud *tesdlre*s Iu th« language of ltryant;.

To him who i.i ib* love of Nature holds
Cumin"- luu with tin *i ible tor® she speak*
A vaiiou Un* »¦-.»#. . tm tit paver hours
glre b; « voice ot gludoess, aod a snnle,
And tlfqu-rn I i eHOly and she glides
Into hi- di ikit murlre- * i li a mtld
And healing sympathy, teat steals away
Their therpi": s ere bo Is aware

1 am aware th*t in the n timitioa of many the e pur
suits are unaided asroelfeal rat/n r thansunstanttal; a*

entertaining, but not profound Hut it 1* the bigotry of
icnoiance that thus underrates them Theic sutuects
cannot be unworthy or undignified, that have engaged
the atluitlon ot tho gieat and disllnguUhed In all ag»*.
Th«v do not iuerrly intereet bv giiiug a dre*uiy poeti¬
cal uK-a-ure; they aftoi d obnsldeia'lont- ilntrequtrw tlie
gtaep of the strongest minds and lbe.mo.-t yigorousoom-prehensions; and they have mig^jed the attention of the
most robust intellects, and they strengthen the min i by
giviDg healthful aUuu-nt In modem timoi theao studies
hnve assumed an interest and importance far suipassing
anvihirg that could have been imsgined by the an¬
cient lovers of nature Their knowledge was com »ira-
tinly incomplete and superficial. IV e have learned
the charact* r of the stars that glitter in the heaven*
around us. and tbo sublime laws that govern tu-m
and the gcogrspby of our earth, which to tu rn
was a pre,found mysti-iy. is now unders'ood They were
impressed with tho beauty variety and magnificence of
the outward aspect of mountains, plaina and seas, H o
have explored their rom-sses. di-Ucted many mystcnou*
laws and have learned to read the startling records of the
past bisttiiy of our globe. What were the wildcat fan
cies of the poot compared with the dlscoverlea of modern
science' bid thsy ever attribute to divlna-.lon or on-
cbsntmcnt such results as our knowledge of chemistry,
electricity, er m«gnethm enables us to produce Pror
pero s wand could not call around him su( h wonderful
fcro-s from ocean, earth and air as the modern micro
scone will dtsplav to those who will avail thcmselvcfof its
towers. The touch ot lthuriel s spear when it developed
tho fiend in tbo gardens of Paradise, made nrdtsclo-
sure more wondeifulor startling than ceolagy dUplay*.
when it calls from the embedded rook the evidence or
the monstrous existences that once inhabited oar globe
H*fore the world was enliebtened by the otear
tions of the Chrifctian religion tlio Svructurc ot the world
#nd wonders of nature atiorded strong evidenoae upon
which were predicated the ducttine of tho exutenoe of a
ditiy Even now tho theologian fometuues re-orts to
tkc natural evidences to prove the existence. wUdorn
end pewer of a God. Cicero ha* quoted with admiration
the following extract from the writings of Aristotle, as a
mode of reai-oning and eloquence

If tLero were beinir* who lived iu t e 'l-'pl i -f
in dwrlling* adcrr.id with stxtnra and pMntin**, and cvory

e"\r.VdVfn%P er,\(^\n,d"a cbudU.i"rrraiwn t! . n d "t h o rofrhtof the wind* of

t'ho'vVn'h Vn'd^rovsf tiny^Vtar?,^^^
from ticruity, tk«y would .nrclr exclaim -1her- ar«. ?«4e,and iui-li rrcat thing* uuist he trie work of tlitlt UaaJs.
We cannot. iDdnd. bring Inhabitants from beneath the

niifeco of our eaith and *bow thein for the first urns,
the brlehtnecs end beauty of the ocean eutfr and sky,
but is le-s done when tho scales of Ignorance dr <p from
the eyre of tho-e who blindly wulk ov.-r the face of onr
globe and U not tho condition of those who are ln*»n
rible to the wundtrs of the world around them living
in darkness as strangely in contrast with the light Of
knowledge nrd soienae, as the supposed Inhabitants^the glormy recesses of the e«Tth would be to the re I-
dents of Its bright and beautUul surfaceI kKy we not
hope that they, too, when tbey ean »ee with sn ln',i111geit vision tlu^magniflcont and gor«MWs sor d .ro
tbsm. may be mude to feel that there M a Divinity, and
be led from the contemplation of nature, np to nature a
(led.

Professor Pel ton on Modern Life Anticipated
by the Athenian Stage.

Yesterday evening. Professor Fclton of Harvard I'nl-
vcrsity. delivered a ltoture at the IIroadway Tabernacle,
on " Modern Life Anticipated by the Athenian Stage.''

Before the lceture began, the Iter Mr. Biscmno came

lorn aid. and said that at the suggestion of acreral friend-,
supporters of the society, the committee hud determined
to reduce the future price of admission to the lectures,
to one shilling. They had made arrangements with the
tier. Pi Pears of Boston Chairman of the Massachusetts
Board of Education, to dellrer two lectures on " Imagin¬
ation,'' and they would be found "t «urpasdng interest
Us (Mr Borcbard) knew the Boctor very well ani hai
the greatest respect for bis abilities. He then introduced

Professor Kr.no*, who stepped forward and said .

Ladle* and centlemen.Ilavtag been honored with an In¬
vitation to aallver a lecture in this place 1 compiled with
the request most readily. This city, so gigantic its pro¬
portions, so famous its annals, so hospitable to strangers,
boa over been to me pleasant from Its social enjoy¬
ments and from affording gratifying conversation with
cultivated friends. I had therefore, no reluctance In
coming here except a doubt of my ability to oontrihuto
anything worthy of hearing, and calculated to allotd en¬
tertainment and Instruction I selected for my leotnre a
subject with whieli my college life has made me moet fa¬
miliar If it fail to interest you. I must throw myself
upon the mercy of the court, with the hope that It will
take the will ft r the deed I shall venture to ask you for
your eempany for an hour, on a lourney back of some
twenty ci ntur es, to the condition of Athena and listen to
a v< ice long silent and yet SO significant, from the Athe¬
nian stage Before the time of Aristophanes the consti¬
tution of Athens having underaone changes and revolu¬
tions bed lost the ha anee In which flolon had else.-.I It.
a balei.ee so wrll calculated to steady the ship ef

. a e But a secession of gre»t, mo a had labor*!
a l b petiole pi « :.ai tuastetly ability to rn.ko her

act en|y the c<-n(rt- of Hellenic . but the i%«rm

arbiter of Urercc The slumbrlnv *r%. °* of mA

lift. fc-fonlshing in splendor >mt acfahrrs. Sh*
bed risen from the ashes of the Pel<,.«** '"*lan wtr>

-. ad again become the centre of a greed r*.
The fine*, taxes. and oflhriuga, drawn from ».** """M*"**-

ra'e Stativ, supplied the citizens with mean* V>«K
rily with ini>u11locate of sculpture ami .vecMta "lure

And the drama, especially. suddenly arose to .* "

tt*ordin*ry peifectloiT It was. In fact m .««.** * "c*

genius fcemut to rtia riot in prodhralUr 4,®'
art were cultivated, uot for one nlaee, but the d®****..?
»ne. in order tbat all might lUt-n to the poet «T <***?'
pWcs hucbylex. a&d Hophocle* end tbn coined .* offAM*
ioplmnee The driMnatic. lyric. and musical, ant
tertn.nmeute filled up avoid of lii'^ll.«taal awn dteethnt
^m- d to be immortal Allien* h:id suffered *£» **7
nog the Telopooneeiau war, bift with oil that « he soon

ajaia re.umea her old position as th» centre of»
parted empire, she needed nonf. dorados, tor nho t %1 ®°

wcro'of h !p,VUlu «». Athenian, and Hp* r,an?
w re or tin most dircree characters The Hpartan a *

Hkedre LV .'i aT l",'1P tb" antl t h" '!"
10 ultc pleasure fn time ot peace fo the one lM®

wan less severe nud forbidding and presented mare a'.vW °f
' a|id delight than to the other. The dda ¦*

»trt?pl. for leadership between tU. two .rUoih t% t

t>* lUffe.V n0t cnly * n,vU WAt but . 0l»aliixa« bet>*rw *

nr .r o u' liellenlo and Doric of me "hart*
t?onU.uJ^i ?.im7uwl l,y tU" Athenian*, a desert pa
J i? L i '" the funeral oration of the great PAricles
a if imt!s°iu'r uf tbo'" l,uln ln batUe. "Hfeb*
a (xi.mtij ht entitled to the lore of cltisen*. and it meet
be tefended to th* heart of life itself. We enjoy a Hrm
Ot government, not imitating the law of nelgUb-etcg
r » »u! ¦*«lng an a model lor others rather than copy,
irg froin them. It in called deouonrtoy, because tbn pc-trw'
is enjoytd. not by a few, but a majority." lie furt'ter'
shows how the Athenians had prospered under this
form of government and display* the deeds done by
their patriotic ancestors and tiiowxelves. Thocy
did.* briefly draws LI, chamoter . luring the whole'
time be stood at tho lielm of affairs he watch-I
I-'.i r"un,ry *ith solicitude, and under hltn It rose
to the highest pitch of greatness After war broke oat.
i- nap hoown ho had a true conception of its pojprr. Tho
cause of his influence was powerful dignity of charaoter,
wjMium. and having conHpicuoitsiy Mhovrn himvif the
most incorruptible of men. He led the people lrstead of

L'l"? ? ^ra, fn.r 1,0 <J1'1 not »P <ak for their present
ilbMl, O Ir ?¦ i"aT^ tljelr anger by holding fast to

-la i/ »i honfr ' Sufh wag tho true picture of .then*
ead of the great man who ruled her by bis wisdom and
hie eloquence, hook on that picture and on Mils' Thu
cjdldee whose work is crowded with the profo tndest
r ra philosophT paints In th» dnrkest colors tho de-

r^itlng tffaots of the civil war Notwithstanding the
evil that threatened Athens, RDd the many temptations
held out to her citizen* by designing men to alter the
government, the principles of the people were oonMfre¬
tire and thus in a few years the olty soon regained a
considerable part of her aucirnt ascendancy Under the

maintained a long
war with 1 hllip of Macedon, and. had all the 8tatea >A
Oreece listened to the warnings of Ocmosthenee, the am-
bl.loos schiuies of the northern CQDi|ueror would have
been ha tile land the Hliertlea of Athens bare survived
But as it is, the still exercises au Immense influenoa to
bis very day over the human mind by her philosophy,
her letters and bnr arts. During the disastrous periods,
the condition of her society, socially, philosophically,
and morally considered, the tone »u<l trmporof the peo-
ple must be gathered from the drumstie literature of the
times The trog'c stage has Lseu aptly compared to the
Lnglish pulpit at the time of Jeremy Tnylor. But we
cannot, and should not uttoi any conclusive dicta from
its few passages wbioli remain to us. Yet, in the works
ot the c -mlc authors, and In the plays of Aristophanea
Moil*re, and Khakspearc, and the works of Oervantcs.
Dicktdm, antl I haoki raj, we wt» di^plavH of liuaor Jytt
as is found in general lire, for this reason, we will parti¬
cularly examine the characteristics to be observed in
Aristophanes' works. lie was the contemporary of tho
greatest tragic poets, hletoriana. nud artists, that oyer
flourished in Athens. Mo t of hi* pieces were prodnood
during tho Frlof ponneslan war and supplied tho place
wbu h Is occupied In modern time* Vy the novel, the ma¬
gazine and general p rlodicalt. Society was aatlriaod
aeverely, and the various agitators were tucceaafully bui-
lef'ioed. The sophists, in particular, were raveraly
bandied. According to Plato, that cla*s were mere var¬
olii <|nibhlers They would endeavor to prove right
tri in wrong, that knowledge was ignorance, thi' speaking
was the same as Hlenoe, that, m the beautiful exists by
the presence of beauty, so a man become,' an a-e by the
prepuce of an ass Aristophan-s also satirized all the
returnee of revclution and reform, annexation and rv-
annexation. Public men were brought on th > (tag#, and
the nctirs Imitated the dress and actions of the person*
repreieutid Bocrates' strange per-on and grotenuus
m.r nere presented tine ecope for ridicule. Accordingly,
the r ouos" was put forth with that object, and we learn
that .rre-'ai;e. btlng present at the flrat representation,
sto'd uprcfi re t'.c audience, lnorderto let all ere wheth¬
er the uiimiery was goi-d or rot Altogether. Arizto

lmri,aJ1"d '» (paphio dolineaUena.
lory rioquetce, abusive dang, in flashing fancy an well
as pbllotooblc.l jsrgca and patriotic eant. The ieetnrer
then nad ihrmgh -cvrral of the comediea of Ariate-
phanis and inadnnvrsl runnlrg commentavlee on tho
saicasTUH which tbirrln »'»>unded lnorderto show that
the riilfeuJe which that great muter go unsparingly
heaped on Ihs democrats of that Horn, the annsxaMonista

"ud "',e,'.« well aa the women's

lie Aflr o-i' m P,lually .weU "PP'T to the present
age Afftr Cnlshlng the extraote, the lecturer said:

Ladies and gi mlt-men. I bavo thus presented a few ale
turns of Aristophanes' dramas, and. as It were, we trace a
lanni.ar form of figures and rrcognize feature* we have
win in our own day in our dally walks; but we now

*. 'n the nineteenth century, ami the real!tie*
of the American republic.

Tlienfrtrnl nud Musical
Bowriu TiriATiir...The entertainments for this evan

nig < '>nsi(t of the drama of Wallace " and the new plea,
called the "Writing on the Wall," In which .Uo'mT
llsnn lin s excellent dramatic company will appear.
Beoadwat THr.ATar .The Uateman Ohiidron, when

dramatic performances tare be. n witnenssl with enthu-
i lasm. appear to-night In Why ilonl she Marry " and tho
Voting Uouple." The tntertalniusnts olurt with the

' Woman I Adore."
Nrato's(JAiinrrr.Anna Rlshop, the distinguished can-

tat rice, whose vocalization has always given the utmost
delight, appi ars this evening in the opera of "I.nota di

mdfbrijy"100' 8he be Mi,ted by arl,A" 01

Conperfleld," a ocmedy
which has always drawn large audiences, and in which
Burton and ail bis-tsr compnnv will appear conuneaoe*
the entertainments to night.they cl*e with "On* Thou-
pana Millinrrs Wanted."

<.
.TiigATBE.-Thosnccooiftil Irish drama called

Kva the iii-h Priccrss," will he the first, feature pre
rented this evenlig. Mr Jtxes. a nry good aotor. and
Mrs N ichols su'taiulug the leading parti AU wiU close
with the "North Pole."
Wai.lack's XiivATac .1Three lieautlful pieces are aa-

nounctd lor this evening namely "Poor Cousin Walter ..

the "J.cut Pay," and the dtnma of the Happy Man '»

To-morrow evening Mr. Wallack takes hi." bencflt.let hie
iriecda be at their post.

AwraicAft Ml'skusi .Tills establisbQient eon'inueo to
be liberally pstronlzcd. The pieces for this afternoon
and evening, are tbe "Miller of Whetstone." "J>ome«tie
Kconomy,' and ihe ' Last Nail, or a Hrunksrd's Vision."
WniT»'t Vsair.iiKs. . Four' amuring piecee are an¬

nounced for thin evenirg, the "Model of n Wife." tho
.Dumb B*lle " the "Iileh Dragoon," and " Mr and Mrs.
" P"a- ." cf ®blch embrace ln the cast White's princi¬
pal artistf.
Ciacrs..The bill of cnter'alnmint for tbis evening 1*

exceedirgly altractive. All the talented arluf ot
."and* e-mestriancrmpsny will appear. Madame 8her-
^ood, (ho favorite equeitriftiDe, will tuake her first aa
pre ranee.

r

Chbistt's Ohxha lloi *r .Christy's Ktbioplan opera
troupe advirtbe another attractive programme for this
evening.
Wood s &1iv*Trcm sing many beautiful melodise, and

give Instrumental performances.
Mbs Kltzpatrlck and 51r Neufleare playing in BulTalo

with suecese.
Mr Brooke. Ihe tragedian Is playing at the Metro¬

politan Th. a're, Buffalo
Madams: 8oxtao s fourth concert, at the Melodeoa. lost

evening, rays tho llo-ton JhhrtUsrr. of November 17th
was a splendid one. The house was crowded with a brii-
llsnt audience, and the plecee in the programmo were
well rendered. Madamo Sontag rliclted much enthuaiasm
by her ringh.g of the "Polka Aria" and the simple ballad
of "Heme Sweet Homo," ae well as by her other more
complicated psrts. Madame Sontag'e last concert in
Boston takes plicetbis evening.
Madams: Ai.so.vi's Coivckbt iw New Havkw,.Last eve¬

ning, says the New Haven Courier, ot Nov. 17, waa one of
the most perfect triumphs, ln a musical way ever wit¬
nessed In New Haven Brewster's Hall nevar contained
more of tbe intelligence, beauty, and raahion of our eilv
If Itulia'e most glfud daughter and her able aide M-j
obeyed the wbhi s. tbe relumted encores the applause
tbe continued strong demands for repetition, we doubt
whether the oonecrt would have been over before morniM »

t try kindly, however, several of tbe most choice morrUu*
were repeated We learn that Madame Alboni will give a
concert at Hartford: then (on the on. nlng of the new

lal!) at BOf ton; then at i'rorideuo't, :.alm twice Z
1^1"' Us 2k°\ *n<1 '°°n after fo* the flrat time at
1 ortland. 8he then goes southwardly.
Cmns.ss. TiiXATRicALe II* Saw Frawcisco .The Ameri¬

can! heatr. was filled on Monday evening on the oeca-

..?l°,tLreflr"l,p,r*rWMW "f tbe Tung fl->ok [LagTrT:
((,o®P»ny. a large portion of the audienco consist-

s L', » ! wlni' or "id's of the stage had hewn
Ik? TTkivdT purpoee of giving the greateat room for
tie exhibition, and tne orchestra, composed of about a
i.oxen musicians, occupied the rear of tha stage, aocotn-
panjing the whole performance through with their pscu-
llar strains, and tegallng themselves in the Interval with
thelr plpee and ,-egar*- The dialogue being of coure* un¬

intelligible. the American portion of the audience had
to enjoy themselvee In Imagining what was going on,
and In admiring the (tage properties and the costunaee of
the nnuirious performet*. some of which were really
rplrcdid The performances were aiso diver*!led with
some veiy agile aad dextrous '¦ ground and lofty tum-
Mlrg." which seemed to be a portion of the plot Upon
tbe whole, the exhibition Is s great novelty, and aa *uch
Is, to an " outside barbarian." well worth seeing. Another
pci foi ntar.ee will be git ra thla evening. We learn from
e late China paper, that thl* company it sent out here by
a number of Chinese mcrohant* in >lanton who paid ua

le»a than fU,is>0 for the freight of the theatre furniture,
and pns'ag* monry Tho m> rnVr* cf the company ore

also ,-hai. holders la >boepeculation Th»y have brought
wt h th'tn the frame wor* ofa large theatre w the n.

t " *' u of ttc> tiii.: u lure ..' I a'v yy 14


